Overlooking the River Shannon, sitting atop a high bluff on its banks, the site of Hermitage holds a prominent place within the archaeological record of Ireland's earliest hunting and gathering communities (Figure 1 ). During the Early Mesolithic, successive generations of people returned here, leaving behind evidence of flint, shale and quartzite tools, the fires they lit and, crucially, their own ways of burying the dead. Microwear analysis revealed that it had been used briefly, to chop wood, before being intentionally blunted. The adze was subsequently placed into the burial pit on top of the stillwarm ashes of the deceased, and leaning against a grave marker, before the pit was backfilled.
Contextualising the discovery of this complex material expression of mortuary practice involved situating the early appearance of highly polished stone tools within the European Mesolithic, a rare instance of a Mesolithic cremation rite, and the extremely rare occurrence of 
